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amused beyond measure at this legal entertainment
which, fed the public curiosity and love of scandal.
For nine months this strange affair of the necklace
was the subject of perpetual discussion in the court
and the city. The suburbs, too, took part, and dema-
gogues yet unknown gave lessons in hatred and con-
tempt.

Curiously enough, the scandals in the life of the
Cardinal de Eohan seemed perfectly natural to his
contemporaries. He was looked upon as a gentle-
man of distinguished gallantry. His appointment to
the post of Grand Almoner of France seemed most
natural and appropriate. This society, with all its
democratic tendencies, was still infatuated with titles
and coat-of-arms. The Cardinal was admired for his
extravagance, his noble bearing, his grand air. It
never occurred to any one to blame him for having
contributed to Madame de La Motte's support out of
his revenues as Grand Almoner. No one blamed him
for consorting with charlatans, swindlers, and demi-
reps. These things did not prevent his being looked
on as a virtuous and sensible man, to use the lan-
guage of that time. Every one sympathized with
him; it was the fashion in high society to wear red
and yellow ribbons, the color of " the Cardinal on the
straw."

There were people ready to condemn Marie Antoi-
nette, who believed, or pretended to believe, that
after obstinately refusing the necklace when her hus-
band offered it to her, she had had it given to her by